History

Seneca Village was a community mainly

of free Black property owners. This was
reommenatietimedueoneracel | | i@ Park and the People
discrimination during that time period.

Seneca villiage was a thriving community
from the 1920s into the 1950s, but it
became forcefully displaced for the

city’s decision to create Central Park.
The land was stripped and completely
torn down to make the park we know
today. The residents were compensated
in exchange for vacating their homes.
Seneca Vi”age’s history emphaSizeS the Alif Rahman, Amaya Mangual, Benedicte Goundo, Brian Almazo, Emma Teutonico, Gillan Blanket, Katherine Chen, Mary Harvey, and Priyam Shah
significance of the racial and economic
iIssues of the 19th century and how that
Impacted marginalized communities in
New York City.

De5|gn +

Accessibility

Discover the untold story of Seneca Village, a thriving 19th-century
African American community that was demolished to make way for
Central Park. Discover stories of perseverance, community, and the {

fight against injustice. |

On this trip te Central Pork I E
learned so much about what N )Y/
went into the design, thought
process and more when it
came to accessibility and the
striking contrasts between it
and the rest of the city.

Pathways ore going in different directions,
there's not one single entrance, different kinds of
{rees, ond more. All of these |ittle details ore

Central Park, nestled in the heart of New York City, D e

/ crty and more. Centrol Pork wos builk from the

ground up ond moade ocessible fo everyone It
give people on exit fo the busy Ife that 1s
Manhatton. I¥'s sert of ying and yang which Is

transcends its role as a scenic escape by championing
accessibility. With wheelchair-friendly paths, tactile
paving, and thoughtfully placed benches, the park u |
becomes an inclusive haven for diverse residents. 4&/’1&} Central PAYE

Ihy i | | ledrned hAt¥ Centra) PAre

T e

Families with strollers, seniors, and individuals with
CENTRAL /) : ey s : .. : ! | : |
\ disabilities navigate seamlessly, enjoying recreational " iy o a4 all of #S_gepqraphic)
pursuits and cultural events. This commitment to i i WdS £ASCNAR NG 19 [edrn that
What | had thought was an all -natural park is ° o] o o o o -l 0 the rarg Wos Adesr 9néd +p ng-e
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residents, regardless of physical abilities or economic
status, engage in a shared urban experience. As a
symbol of a broader societal shift, Central Park sets the
standard for equitable urban landscapes, enhancing
the quality of life for all residents and promoting a
harmonious cityscape where everyone can participate.

HUght mé€ Something n€w
dbovt the cdty t've lived in
my Whole li€e.
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Central Park is a true gem in the
heart of New York! It’s a huge
green oasis with beautiful
scenery, trees and winding
paths. There are so many things
to do there, such as picnicking, Lt Yedu s ok 7 T o s ainily
jogging or just enjoying a o~ (make ,“:F—f*\*bm" ct b ﬂfﬂ,g from a«pi,,- o
leisurely walk. You’ll also find
iconic landmarks like the
Bethesda Terrace and Fountain,

the Central Park Zoo, and the

Before Yesterday We Could Fly

Seneca Villiage + The Met - An Afrofuturist Period Room

Before Yesterday We Could Fly is a MET period
room with its roots in Seneca Villiage. However,
it Is does not just show one historical period.
Instead, the room functions as a representation
of the African diasporic belief that the past,
present, and future are interconnected. So, the
period room contains art and objects that are
historical, modern and futuristic.
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The creation of Central Park hag allowed milliong of people to escape from
the buginese of the city into a natural built environment. However thig
environment wag built over the liveg of African American’s who lived in
Seneca Villiage.

[ had heard about Seneca villiage in the pagt, but [ wag never taught the
extent to which Central Park uprooted the liveg of g0 many, in order to root
treee and create nature from the ground up. When [ vigited Before Yesterday

Thig ie why access ig go important. While [ benefited and appreciated thig
exhibit, shouldn’t everyone be able to come and view art and connect with it in

their own way? / A\
That’s how access should begin. While a epace carfbe designed flly

accesgible to groups of people, for example a building could be c?"mplefelg
wheelchair accesgible, ramps by all the doors, elevators to eveny floor, enough
gpace to turn around, but if no one knows about thege Fea‘rureg the space
ien’t truely accesgible. ‘g

famous Bow Bridge. It truly is a
haven of peace in the middle of
a bustling cityscape. Central
Park is like a huge playground
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Central Park, being situated within the h of one of the largest cities in the

world, serves as a prime example of how a public space should be created in a §
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We Could Fly: An Afro Futurigt Period Room [ wag struck by how much ’rhe
construction of Central Park removed a gort of +haf the MET
exhibit repregented. B

loud and energetic city. Central Park not only offers tranquility and relaxation
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spa dff ent things. O aspec tf ‘_ fr mth g'dp attern that is present everywhere else within the city. While we

Of courge, the first step ie thinking of others, having a diverse group of peaple blty s the abilty to have a differ wesaln anailbarmusatin ghth e bus ylf of hichybeaaa o sl /

in the room when degigning or talking about pubh
everyone feels welcome, regardless of race; 8ocio

p

[ wag aleo reminded of the Kimberly Orew

many Afriean American’s don’t go to muge imited
,,‘ them. Ag [ stood reading and watching thie exhibit at the MET peop[e would

cg@,rﬁe in every few minutes, all of them white, glance around, perhapg read a
' g w of the plaques for % moment before leaving to another part of the

 mugeurn, perhaps +h|ser00m wag only their short cut to get to the Greek and
~ Roman section of +ha museum.

Jer, near the end of my visit o the 100m when a Black couple entered
remernber being struck by the woman’s immediate exclamation to
her boyfriend about the hot comb: [njthe midst 'bf 20 much information and

art in the room, thie comb wag what prompted her reaction. Something go

real about it, the fact it acfua[[gi@‘me from Seneca Villiage and it’s ability to

connect with thi¢ etranger, struck a cho’ﬁ withfme. [t’s something [ve never

uged or need ed to be familiar with, but thie woman wag, and her expemence
of ibif wag most likely much different than mine.

phygical ability. But the next step i maklt}(g aure all of those people are
reached, and it might take different etrategieg in order fo reach them. Sure

some people might check on a park webaite, but what about advertiging public
spaceg in the garme way private gpaces are adverticed
belonging when people show up to a pubhc beeausex. e
wanted. o

You can unleash your inner
Tarzan and swing on tree
branches, or channel your inner
squirrel and harvest acorns. And
if you’re feeling adventurous,
you can even challenge the
pigeons to a game of tag.

the last few years. Each picture tells a dfstrnct

FI ==l story and has a different background. There

e many different examples of accessibility [

Bl just in these pictures. For example, there are e .
: be ches throughout the park for people who KNS

nt to sit, either to take b ak, admire the

_« rature dth mo f th er reason
e Additio ll}r the opposed to >
Bl stairs, for f p pl th disabilities. [EKEESENSETE-

An 'tI th glth ught was interesting was

@l the walking paths that are formed from the
b‘f_.l grass just from overuse. Even though our
: walking is restricted by the concrete paths g i §

=]
throughout the park, it isn't limited to that. [ b

Sl The last point | wanted to touch upon is the
SR dlifferent scenery you get in different parts o

the park. There are some places where you

n see the city skyline, something you can
see other places in the city, places you can
see different types of trees, and even places

oucC e a waterfall.
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!st p into the park. As i twasmyf sttm at Central Par k,lwastake awayby_

how quiet something within Manhattan could be. [
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Planning the Park




