Alexa Lee
“That Funny Feeling”: The lirst time I
heard this song by Phoebe Bridgers,
[ was in a painting rut and honestly
lelt really discouraged artistically.
But alter I read the lyrics of the
song, I was lilled with “that lunny
feeling” of reminiscing on my
childhood. Willow trees, the view
Irom my window, awkRward
birthdays, my dog, Alice in
Wonderland, Molly From The Big
Comiy Couch, feeling like an
imposter, glamorizing the mouse in
my wall, my town, and my body
image have all been delining parts
of my childhood. These “things”
make me feel a comforting, familiar
breeze and remind me of what
makes me who I am. I think these

Hello! My name is Sameer
Auluck and | have lived in
Staten Island my whole.
Currently, | am livinig
Manhattan at the Brookdale

| am currently pursuing a
degree in computer science. |
really love to code and work
with technology so computer
science is the perfect fit for

Some of my hobbies are that |
love to play video games on
my computer and go bowling
with friends.

Central to my identity is my

Christian faith. My faith
serves as a source of
strength, grounding me in
times of challenge and
inspiring a spirit of gratitude
and humility

I've always loved to do math,
from solving problems to

diving into algorithms. The
math adventure continues in
college, where I'm happily
exploring new mathematical
horizons.

1=

My name is Matthew Wassif.
My friends call me Matt
even though my mom hates
that nickname. I currently
live in EBrookly, HY with
my family, but am dorming
during the school season
in Manhattan

rowing up as a mixed child I struggled
yith my ldentity and which "side™ I
nore associated myself with. To save
nyself the explanation, whenever
someone wollld ask I would just say that
[ was Egyptlan, not including the
olembian heritage that I have. I am
nroud to be surrounded by both Arab and
ispanic cultures, and learned that I
should not be shy about who I am and to
leave out important parts of myself for
he “conveinicence™ of it.
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older brothers, one younger sister, and
my perfect cat zoe. One important thing

I come from a pretty big family. I have 3

Ever since I was young I was
playing with electronics and

video games. From the gameboy
to building my own computer,
its been a passion of mine. I
think this love for
technology is what led me to

oo on to maior in CompSci.

Aside from video games, my other primary
hebby was playing soccer. I've been
playlng soccer ever since I was six years
old and I always had that typical little
kid sports dream where I wanted to be a
goccer player when I grew up. I dont play
as much anymore, but love to get together
with my friends and play at the park
every once in a while. L4 '\
X
g

Overall, I 1ike to thing that I am a
hardworking and pretty average person. I am

about me and my identity is how much eof a

images show who I am. sti11 sorta figuring out what T want to do

family persen I am. While I do appreciate
the time I have alene and with my friends
when dorming, nothing can take away from

with my life, and figuring out who I am, my
likes and my dislikes, but I think that is

part of the journey and I am just trying fo
live each day of my 1life with happiness and

Hey there! I'm Sameer Auluck, a Staten Islander now living in Manhattan at the
Brookdale dorms. I'm currently diving into the world of computer science, and I

. . . . . . my family and playing games, watching

thrive on coding and tech exploration. Beyond academics, you'll catch me enjoying § iovies with thes, and being with thes

the enjoyment I have spending time with

ldentity Web

improvement. I am pretty satisfied with where
am I am in life right now and pray that each

video games, bowling with friends, and drawing strength from my Christian faith. overall. day 1s better than the next.

The Stories of US!!

#HOStalg 1A #IHHGF—Chlld #Garly 2 OOOS My identity is multi-faceted and contains both acquired and

inherited traits that individualizes me as a human in society. As
a visual learner, I felt that it would be most appropriate to
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share aspects ol my identity through a collage of images all
h Lt
kg At
Bign i

This zine tells the story of a college freshman who goes to
school in the bustle of New York City.

compiled into one space. The inherited parts of my identity
would be my ethnic background as an Albanian from
Montenegro and how being Albanian in another country
influences the particular traditions and words passed down
Irom one generation to the next. I am also a Muslim woman and
my family has followed the Islamic faith for many generations
since it was introduced to the Balkans by the Ottoman Empire.
[ am also part of a large family that immigrated here for the
“American Dream” and this makes me the first in my family to
go to college on both sides of the family. Aspects that I have
acquired on my own through life’s experiences would be my
love for the sea, pinR roses, running in nature, bakRing and my
lavorite coffee of all time: Starbucks’ oat milk shaken
espresso. One important acquired trait is my career path ol
medicine and wanting to give back to the world through this
career and I find this to be more of a future goal for myself
that takes up a large part of my identity currently.

Dzeneta
Demirovic

There are many ways to define a person and their identity. 1

chose to define mysell through what aspects of my identity
influence my life. My queerness atfects who I likRe, and sometimes
how people treat me. My Jewishness comes from a cultural and
ethnic standpoint, but not a religious one. My interest in theater
has been a long-lasting aspect of myself; Pve been doing it since ,
bth grade and haven't stopped since then. My interest in STEM is | MACAULAY
what quides my career choice and what P'm studying. My being a HUNTER COLLEGE
New YorRer affects how and where I live. My love for nature |
Reeps me coming back to hikRing often; nature is where I can feel
truly tranquil. My love for opera, especially for old-school
singers such as the pictured Oralia Dominguez, allows me to
experience the height ol dramatic expression.
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